The Wade L. Hopping Memorial Scholarship

PURPOSE

The purpose of establishing the Wade L. Hopping Memorial Scholarship is

to create a perpetual remembrance of Wade that reflects some of his

personal character as well as his long and storied career in Environmental

and Land Use law.

ESTABLISHMENT

Hopping Green & Sams, P.A. (“HGS”) would seek to establish a partnership

with the Environmental and Land Use Law Section of The Florida Bar

(ELULS). The partnership agreement would be renewable annually, and

would provide that each year HGS decided to renew it, HGS will contribute

$5,000 to the Wade L. Hopping Memorial Scholarship Fund to be used by

the ELULS exclusively to fund the annual scholarship according to the

criteria and procedures set forth in the agreement.

The partnership with the ELULS seems appropriate because Wade was the

first chairman of the Executive Council, and the section recently awarded

the Bill Sadowski Memorial Outstanding Service Award to Wade,

recognizing his career-long commitment to environmental and land use

policy issues in Florida.

The ELULS will make known the availability of the scholarship by giving

notice each year to all accredited law schools in Florida, by placing an

announcement of the availability of the scholarship in the Bar News and on

The Florida Bar website.

BENEFICIARY

The scholarship would be awarded annually to a law student at any

accredited Florida law school who has demonstrated an affinity and

commitment to environmental or land use law, as measured by information

submitted in support of an application, including letters of recommendation

from law school professors and/or practitioners as well as an original writing

by the applicant of no more than 1,000 words explaining the applicant’s

qualifications for the award. The applicant must be a 2L or 3L, or a LLM

candidate at the time of application and be enrolled in (or, in the case of a

LLM candidate, accepted and committed to enroll in) any accredited law

school in Florida. In keeping with Wade’s penchant for helping to develop

folks who seem to have great potential demonstrated by some method other

than law school GPA or class rank, GPA and/or class rank should not be a

determinative factor in awarding the scholarship.

SELECTION

The beneficiary would be selected by a committee consisting of the Chair of

the ELULS (or designee), and a Shareholder at HGS (as designated by the

firm). In case the two members of the selection committee cannot agree on a

recipient, each member of the selection committee will select an applicant to

receive one-half of the scholarship.

APPLICATION

Interested parties must submit an application for the scholarship for the

following school year no later than May 15 of the school year prior to the

school year for which the scholarship is to be awarded. Applications are to

be mailed or emailed to the Chair of the ELULS (or designee) to be

distributed to the others on the selection panel by May 31 of each year.

Selection should occur at or before the June ELULS Executive Council

meeting. The application must include the following:

●
Name and contact information of the applicant;

●
A copy of the applicant’s law school transcript;

● 
At least one endorsement from an environmental or land use law 


professor or practitioner, such recommendation to explain why the


professor/practitioner believes that the candidate has a high potential


to make a significant positive contribution to the practice of


environmental or land use law in Florida;

●
A written statement from the applicant of no more than 1,000 words,


explaining why the applicant should be selected.

CRITERIA FOR SELECTION

The beneficiary of the scholarship would meet the following criteria:

●
Demonstrated potential to make a significant positive contribution to


the practice of environmental or land use law in Florida;

●
Endorsed by at least one environmental or land use law professor or


practitioner, such recommendation to explain why the


professor/practitioner believes that the candidate has a high potential


to make a significant positive contribution to the practice of


environmental or land use law in Florida.

AMOUNT OF SCHOLARSHIP

The amount of the scholarship will be $5,000 per year.

AWARD OF THE SCHOLARSHIP

The winner of the scholarship will be announced at the ELULS Meeting

Luncheon at the section’s Annual Update, with a representative of HGS

being invited to make the presentation. The scholarship shall be paid to the

successful applicant by HGS upon receipt of evidence from the successful

applicant that she/he has actually enrolled for the fall semester in an

accredited law school in Florida.
